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in a little while it throws itself into its mother's ai
and begs, all tears, for forgiveness.
MRS. POOLE: \Wtfb a little sigh of relief ^ I knew you'd t
it like that, Norman.   You're so tolerant and brc
minded.

VICAR: I think I see my way to help her,, poor soul.

JOHN: I wonder how. Your only explanation of evil is
I daresay you can get people to acknowledge that the}
deserved thek own suffering.  But you'll never pre\
them from being revolted at the suffering of oth
Why is evil permitted in the world by an all-good G

VICAR: I can hardly hope that any answer of mine T
satisfy you. By God's grace I am a Christian. You
an atheist.

{There is a momenfs embarrassment. JOHN realises i
his mother or SYLVIA has repeated what he has St

JOHN: That suggests a very dogmatic attitude.   I dc

see how anyone can positively assert that there is

God. It would be as reasonable as to assert that thei

nothing on the other side of a wall that you can't lo

over.

VICAR: Do you believe in God?
JOHN: I don't think it's quite your business to ask c

[With a smtte^ Wasn't it St." Paul who said: "Be r

zealous overmuch."
VICAR: You can't be unaware that by certain statements

yours the other day you gave the greatest pain to the

nearest and dearest to you.
SYLVIA: What you said made me very unhappy, John.

didn't know what to do. I went to the Vicar and ask

his advice.
JOHN: Don't you think that a man's belief is his own aflai

I don't want to interfere with other people's. Why cai

they leave me quietly to mine?